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September 22, 2004 

1t was :vonderfol meeting _ . . ! l\1r. Joe Otavnik. He has a wonderful enthusiasm for collectmg and a great knoWlea:geon.,frst 'Nation art. 

The Thunder Bay Art is veiy happy with our generosity and on behalf of the gallery Director, 
Sharon Godwin, and our Board of Direct<~{s , thank you very much for this donation of four 
works by arristNorval MolTisseau co our ~ermaoencCol!ection. The Thunder Bay A.rt oai:ery ;, 
mandated to collect contemporary works l:iy First Nations Artists for its Permanent C0Ileot1on, 
and m,ore recet~tly, has ~xpanded t11is n:-aof ~te to ~ncl_ude wor~s of ~ational significance by 
es4bl.i$)ied regional arllsts, or works of regional s1,gmficance m sub;ect matter. 

Benevolent gifting is a wonderful way to Qnd a purpose for your c.ollections. Enclosed is our gift 
agreement fonn. Please sign both copies and return both addressed to my attention. We will 
countersign your copy and return il you for your records. 

__ __ ..,_ - -· jH work toward Cultural Property Application. The nppraisf\ls provided 
- -.__ r.iH facilitate the process, and we understand a secondazy independent --cifJP.r<l.l~or eacn: work is on the way. I will keep you abreast of our progress, and once again 

thank you very much for you.r gift, 

Yonrs very truly, 

Gail Filas, Registrar 

Encl. 
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Four acryUc oo canvas palnUngs by Aborlglm1l Artist Norv:il Morrli;sca11 [b.1931 •) 
1.Unt!Uad (Mimi:il Gplrlts toeing lnw-arctj.1970 73 x 56 cm -nccosslon # O<f.7 .1 " 
2.Untltfod two shaman and anlmal Gplrits In camco) ,1979 72 lC as cm - occcs5 lon ii 04.7.2 " 
3.Lake Trout with Eggs,1973114 x 80 • acc<isslon II 04.7.3 
4.UntlUcd lflsh w1U1mlnnows],1976 73 x 60 cm • nccosslon # 04.7.4 ~ 
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Thunder Bay Art Gallery 
1080 Keewatin St., P.O. Sox 10

193 Thunder Bay, ON P78 6T7 
807 577-6427 

Donor: 

. ..... , l l'fV()l'vff: TAX 
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Section #5 Documentation 

. Attached, following bound section ( l""i I C\ ) 

Sec!lon #6 Outstanding Significance ancj National Importance 

•:· Curator's Narrative 

<- Collections Mandate Thunder Bay Art Galleiy ( n I 0t ) 

Section #7 Oeofarauon of Authenticity 
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Section #8 Farr Market Value 
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- -· · , '-''-=OvHIPTION DU BIEN CUL TUREL 
Four acrylic on canvas Paintings by Aboriginal Artist NorvaJ Morrisseau f b. 1931 ·] 

These paintings were a/I owned by p i t 11 t M · 

Southern Ontario during the 1990s. ;;:i, eh~:~o~rbe:~ ~~~~~erdofl AJaxb,110 ntario acquired in 
settings. . n PU cart gallery or mus 

1.Untitled [animal spirits facing inward}, 1970 73 x 56 cm 

~~~d; syllabic signature, slanting left-right, r centre I on verso, in black acrylic 'Norval Morr1" 
04.7.1 

CONDITION: painting is stretched and framed, verso exposed wit~out backing board· work is i excellent cond1t1on; frame is in excellent condition. ' 

2.Untftled [two shaman and animal spirits In cameo], 1979 72 x 85 cm 

signed: syllable signature, horizon ta), br c/ on verso, in black acrylic 'Norval Morrisseau 1979' 04.7.2 

CONDITION: painting Is stretched and framed, verso exposed without backing bOard; work is i 
excellent condition; frame is in excellent condition. 

3.Lake Trout w ith Eggs, 1973 
114 x BO cm 
04.7.3 

signed: syllable signature, l1orizontal, br cl on verso, fn black acrylic 'Norvar Morrisseau Lake Trout with Eggs 73 ' 

CONDITION: painting is stretched and framed, verso exposed without backing board; work is 
showing cracking of the medium vertically on 50% of the surface, centre to right edge; minor 
surface grime exits, fair condition; frame is in exceHent condition, 

4.Untitled [fish with minnowsJ, 1976 
73 x 50 cm 

signed: syllabic signature, horizontal, bl c/ on verso, in black acrylic 'Norval Morrisseau 1976
1 04.7.4 ' 

CONDITION: painting is neither stretched or framed; surf ace grime and evidence it may have 
been stored with a work smaller in size as there is an lncisad square Imprint possibly f ram '\~qi 
framed work being place on top, roughly Som inward from all sides; good condition. · 
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b, oui:sTANDING SIGNfFIC~NCE AND NATIONAL IMPORTANCE I 
INTERET EXCEPTIONNEL IET IMPORTANCE NATfONALE 

The National Gallery of Canada rece tly pointed to the "archetypal status(' of 
Norval Morr.lsseau as it assembled a touring exhibition that views· his nearly fifty 
years of artistic production. 

Recognized as a brill!ant inn~~ator1 ft1orrisseau inaugurated the style of painting, 
~~lch has come ~o be call~d Woodland", or "Legend" painting by transferring an 
rd1om heretof?re 1~~ere~t. in hlstorlql tock art and the birchbark Midewiw!n 
scrolls and rernscnbrng rt m western \formats with a highly contemporary palette. 
In dolng so, he founded a school of visual art, the predominant style of which 
persists ln active, varied and vital pr~duction to this day. 

Morrisseau's work insinuates the visi~n and position of sacred shamanic practises 
In Anishnaabe culture, embodying a Visual lexicon of spiritual creatures that Is 
said to be a direct inheritance from~ls grandfather. Characterized by 
plctographic x-ray depictions, the s le imparts the Inter-connectivity of all life 
forms and their shared interiority. I its simplest forms, Morrisseau's approach 
infers to each viewer the unfolding of an ~ntire cosmogony fully empowered with 
transformational posslbillty and the capacity for shared indwelling. 

One of the most widely collected and exhibited personalities. of the entire 
Aboriginal Renaissance1 Morrisseau cpntinues to parallel, inspire and propel 
Aboriginal art in this country. As a resultr his work also continues to catl forth 
new research, increased analysis and collection. 

The pieces considered here are all modest in sc<ile, all date from the decade of 
the seventiesr and are fully characte~istic. All are original palntings. 

Lake Trout With Eggs from 1973 recalls the artist's early monochromatic 
approaches. The Untitled work from 1979 includes a shaman figure among 
representative fish, bear, birds and reptile. The Untitlt;d (Anlmal Spirits Facing 
Inward) 1970 ls an important distillation, pointing to chthonlc origins, and the 
Untitled (Fish with Minnows) is thought to have been an endearing gift for a 
child. Together these examples expand the repertoire of material that the 
Thunder Bay art Gallery can offer for research on this highly important national 
treasure. 

Gtenn Allison, Curator 
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7. DECLARATION OFAUTHEN . I · 
ATIESTATION DE L'AUTHENrT6?i:r ~0~~~60~~~;~0PER1Y I 

04.7.1 Norv~f Morrisseau, Unti11ed [animal plrits fa.clng inward], 1970 
acrylrc on canvas 
73x56 

o4.1.2 Norva! Morr~seau, Untitled [two snaJ an and animal spirits in cameo)' 1979 
aoryhc on canvas I • 
72x a5 I 

04.7.3 Norva1 Morrisseau, Lake Trout wtth E gs 1973 
acrylic on canvas ' 
114 x 80 

04.7.4 Norval Morrisseau, Unlilled [fish with j fnnows), 1976 
acrylic on canvas 
73x50 

The four palntlngs by artist Norval Mo1Tisseau are currently on sile and have been examined; 
each painting is signed fn syllable on the facelof each work. 

I declare the four works listed by artist NorvallMorrlsseau .... ' to be au then He. 

Glen~~ :f/5f 
Cu tor, Thunder Bay Art Gallery 

Mr. Glenn Allison began his career as Research Curalor at the Vancouver Art Gallery, working 
with Dor.ls Shadbolt from 1968 - 1972. His experience.of more than thirty years includes 
management of the Bau-Xi Galleries on the west coast of Canada;· Instructor ot Art History for 
Columbia Junlor College and Capilano College; instructor for the BriUsh Columbia Museums 
Associatlon; instructor for the Association of Manitoba Museums; Instructor for Brandon 
University, Manitoba; Director-Curator ·Of !he Art Gallery of Southwestern Manitoba, Brandon 
1989- 1999; D.irector Canadian Clay & Glass Gallery, Waterloo 2000 - 2003. 
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