EXHIBIT "A"



September 22, 2004

- Ttwas wonderful meeting » Mr. Joe Otavnik. He has g wonderful enthusjasm for
collecting and a great knowledge of Jirgt Nation art,
The Thunder Bay Art is

very happy with Your generosity and on behalf of the gallery Director,
Sharon Godwin, and our

Board of Directors, thank you very much for this donation of four
warks by artist Norval Morrisseau to our Permanent Collection. The Thunder Bay Art CGallery is
mandated {o collect contemporary works by First Nations Artists for its Permanent Collection,
and more recently, has expanded this mandate to include works

s of national significance by
esfablished regional artists. or works of regional significance in subject matter,

Benevolent gifting is a wonderfu) way t
agreement form. Please sign both copie
countersign

o find a purpose for your collections. Enclosed is our gifl

s and return both addressed Lo my attention. We will
your copy and return it you for your records,

I work toward Cultural Property Application. The
S ill facilitate the process, and we understan
EPPIALSAT 0T Bael Work is on tho way,

thank you very much for your gift,

appraisals provided
d a secondary independent
Iwill keep you abreast of our progress, and ance again

Yours very truly,

Gail Fikis, Registrar

Enel.
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Four acryllc on canvas paintings by Abarlginal Artist Morval Marrisseau [b, 1831 <]
1.Jntftlud animal splrits facing Inward], 1870 73 x 56 cm - accesslon #

2.Untitled [two shaman and animal sg[ms In cameo], 1979 72 x 85 cm - -nccesslon # 04.7.2
¥ ..ake Trout with Egas, 1973 114 x 80 - accesslon #04,7.3
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1ed by private coll ;
outhern Ontario e yp ector Ms. Seetner of Ajax,

Ontario g¢ i
1990s. They have not been exhibiteg In publ acquired jn

le art Gallery or mys
1.Untitleq [animal g
738 X 56 ¢m

signed: syllabic S
1970

04.7.1

CONDITION: pai
excellent conditio

pirits facing inward], 1970

Ignature, slanting left-right, r centre /on verso, in black acrylic ‘Norval Morpise

nting is stretched ang framed, verso exposed without backing board; work
n

ret 2 is i
n; frame is in excellent conditio :

i acrylic ‘Norval Morrisseau 1979
CONDITION: painting is stretched and

framed, verso exposed without backing board; work isi
excellent condition; frame is jn excellent condition.
3.Lake Trout with Eggs,1973
114 x 80 cm
04,7.3

signed: syllabic signature, horizontal, br of on verso,
Trout with Eggs 73'

CONDITION: painting is stretched and framed, verso exposed without backing board: work is
showing cracking of the medium vertically on 50% of the surface, centre to right edge; minor
surface grime exits, fair condition; frame is in excellent condition,

in black acrylic ‘Norval Morrisseau Lake

4.Untitled [fish with minnows],1976
73 X 50 cm

signed: syllabic signature, horizontal, bl ¢/ on verso, in black acrylic
04.7.4

CONDITION: painting is neither stretched or framed; surface grime

been stored with a work smaller in size as there is an incised square imprint possibly from anot
framed work being place on top, roughly Scm inward from all sides;

‘Norval Morrisseau 197!

oI ‘
Gail'Fikis, Registrar ~ Date
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o UUTSTANDING SIGNIFICANCE AND NATIONAL M
j PORT
INTERET EXCEPTIONNEL ET IMPORTANGE NATIONATEANCE!

The National Gallery of Canada recently pointed to the *
Norval Morrisseau as it assembled a touring exhibiti
years of artistic production.

archetypal status” of
on that views his nearly fifty

Recognized as a brilllant innovator, Morrisseau inaugurated the style of painting
which has come to be called "Woodland”, or “Legend” painting by transferring arn
idiom heretofore inherent in historical rock art and the birchbark Midewiwin
scroll_s and reinscribing it in western formats with a highly contemporary palette.
In dolng so, he founded a school of visual art, the predominant style of which
perslsts In active, varled and vital production to this day.

Morrisseau’s work insinuates the vision and position of sacred shamanic practises
in Anishnaabe culture, embodying @ visual lexicon of spiritual creatures that Is
said to be a direct inheritance from his grandfather, Characterized by
pictographic x-ray depictions, the style imparts the inter-connectivity of all life
forms and their shared interiority. In its simplest forms, Morrisseau’s approach
infers to each viewer the unfolding of an entire cosmagony fully empowered with
transformational possibility and the capacity for shared indwelling.

One of the most widely collected and exhibited personalities of the entire
Aboriginal Renaissance, Morrisseau continues ta parallel, inspire and propel
Aboriginal art in this country. As a result, his work also continues to call forth
new research, increased analysis and collection.

The pieces considered here are all modest in scale, all date from the decade of
the seventies, and are fully characteristic, All are original paintings.

Lake Trout With Eggs from 1973 recalls the artist’s early monochromatic
approaches. The Untitled work from 1979 includes a shaman figure among
representative fish, bear, birds and reptile. The Untitled (Animal Spirits Facing
Inward) 1970 is an important distillation, peinting to chthonic origins, and the
Untitled (Fish with Minnows) Is thought to have been an endearing gift for a
child. Together these examples expand the repertoire of material that the
Thunder Bay art Gallery can offer for research on this highly important national
treasure.

Glenn Alllson, Curator
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7. DECLARATION OF AUTHENTICITY FO

ATTESTATION DE L'AUTHEN R CULTURAL PROPERTY /

TICITE DU BIEN CULTUREL

04.7.1 Norval Morrisseau, Untit

acnylic on canvas
73x56

ed [animal spirits facing inward], 1970

04.7.2 Norval Morrisseau, Untitled
aarylic on canvas
72 X 85

{two shaman and animal splrits in cameo], 1979

04.7.3 Norval Morrisseau, Lake Trout with Eggs, 1974
acrylic on canvas
114 x 80

04.7.4 Norval Morrisseau, Untitled [flsh with minnows], 1978
acrylic on canvas
73X 50

The tour paintings by artist Norval Morrisseau are currently an sile and have been examined:

each painting Is signed in syliabic on the face of each work.

| declare the four works listed by artist Norval Morrisseau . .~ to be authentic.

K ‘\? M, yoe ,// ¢ / (_'5"7{
Glenyi Allison Dalé / £
Cugdtor, Thunder Bay Art Gallery

Mr. Glenn Allison bagan his career as Research Curator at the Vancouvar Art Gallery, working
with Doris Shadbolt from 1968 — 1972. His experience.of more than thirty years includes
management of the Bau-Xi Gallerles on the west coast of Canada; Instructor of Art History for
Columbia Junior College and Capilano College; instructor for the British Columbla Museums
Association; instructor for the Asscciation of Manitoba Museums; Instructor for Brandon
University, Manitoba; Director-Curator of the Art Gallery of Southwestern Manitoba, Brandon
1888 — 1988, Director Canadian Clay & Glass Gallery, Waterloo 2000 — 2003.
















