i have collacted native art all my life, as my father was a collector who planted the seed.
| first became awara of Norval Morrisseau around the early 80's, when | was introduced
10 him at @ home of a friend in Thunder Bay, Ontario. He was staylng with him and used
a large room in the housa to paint in. This is where | had a chance to see him at work
for the firnt time. it was shorily after this that he went to Kenora tc seil somae of his
works to a large fishing resort on Lake of the Wood and wound up in jail.
After that apisode | began 1o collect his paintings.
A lot of my friends and work associates lived on and worked in or around native
'mierves, 8o this gave me access to large volumes of artwork at liitle expense. These
pieces were mastly lesser known artistis, but the odd plece would show up by Carl Ray,
Roy Thomas, Lloyd Kakepetum, and sven Morrissaau. This was always a nice swprise
as | would pay the same for each piece ho matter who was the artist. | found myself
with hundreds of paintings by such a large array of artists that | decided to begin to
trada them with othar collectors, | used to joke that # reminded me of trading baseball
cards when | was younger

By the mid 80s. | ownad some five hundred piaces by more well known artists, Including
Marrisseau.

With a failing business and a newbom child, | declded to sell off my-coliection.

| contacted literally every auction house In Canada tesiing the market. Finally when |
realized there was no real market other than galleries which in my opinion would would
take forever. | settied with doing business with a few auction houses in Southemn
Ontarlo because | have paid little and in some cases no money for the artwork my
expectations were not market value but to break even or just better.

| know a lat of collectors, dealers, owners and in some cases artists in Northemn Ontario
Region and at no point in doing any sort of business with thesa people have | mat
anyona who tried to muscle their way into my business, It wasn't until | ventured into the
Taronto werld that | had this happen to me,

Donald Robinson has sold over fifty paintings that once balonged to me, He did not sell
them for me but for other collectors whom | did business with,

He took 25 to 30 per cent for the resale of thase piaces and | was told they sald Jor
seven {o eight thousand each. Not wanting to cause any animosity between thase
collectors and mysgelf | did not contact Mr. Robinson to utalize as an outlet for salas.
The collectors friendships are more important to me than selling some art 80 | sant
Randy Potter paintings by mostly Norval Morrisseau to sell at auction. it was shortly
after this that | had my first contact with Mr. Robingon. He told me to léave the auction
house and tc do business with only him and he could make me more monay, Normally i
would have taken his offer but it was the way he said it, more like @ threat than an offer
I told him | wanted nothing to dc with him and that in the future it would ba better not Lo
use threats to bagin a business relationship. He has triad several times sinoe then to
contact ma. The paintings are real and the tactica he used are low dawn if not dity. A
collactor friend cf mine has been sending picturea to Norva! Morrisseau and getting
‘hem authenticated, these were onca in my collection. The Globe and Mall articla on
Morrissea with the painting 'Battie for Life' on the front page was a part of my
wollection. The painting in the Prime Minister's offica waa part of it as well

I'm sure you get the paint -



| am frustrated to say the least, that people like Donald Rabinson have such control over
the market that he does what he wants and does not care who he hurts or what damageé
he doas, one should remikd him if it wasn't for amall collectors he wouldn't exist
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Ro: Sunl’ﬂtm Randy |Potter ;

1 have done busiuess with i kot of people and at na paint in'time bave 1 come across &
more greedy individial tha Dosald Roblnsen. Since selling sevornl collections of
various artisty, inoluding Nirval Motrizsoaus, 1 bave never besn contactsd by someone
wha wanted me [0 10 busiciess With only them, 50 s to profit from somasone clses tabours
ax | have boen by Donald Eoblmon. |

I have yent conslgnment to Randy, knowing full wsll the 5 beirg originala sod true
to form. Norval Morrissesia has lived in the Thunder Bay arsas tha
majority of his life and Dasiald Robinson knows this full well. He aiso bs swary thet
Norval Morrisscau painted thousands of 3 and Bold (hem In this ares in order 1o
wrvive. Decausc I huve ocntacted and hundreds df original paintings fom
colleciors and othery, thert: should ba Ro reasoa for g self abisorbed art dealer to profit
Gom my labour. 1 believe |h statements made by Donald Kobissoa to the press to.be an
altenps to gain total contnil of the nutive wt fiow through the Toronto srve, IFhe will not
refeing his satement, X am preparad to Iav ich suls with several dozen art colleptors sad
also stand to 100sc profls aiid raspoot, I wm wire ho is not going 10 be prepared 1o defend
his statemonta to the point we are now resdy (o pursus this. |

Sincerely, :
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