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Probe launched as native Canadian artist identifies paintings as forgertes

A H-:i mﬂ whire rtpfrdur.'linﬂ of a p:inl:ll[ Hurnuuu sayn ls #
forgery. The B.C. artist has identified 22 paintings as fakes

Morrisseau fakes alleged

BY MuRmAY Wauyrk

edebratédd native Can-
adlan painter Norval
Morriseesn has iden-
tifed at: least- 23
paintings sold re-
cently al suctlon sa forgeries,
touching off an Invost lgsd kn that
onuld lead (o hundrods of phony
La him.

Donald Robinson, Mr. Morris-

seau's gallary representative in
Toronlo, was & last
monith by a collector who bought
severnl paintings attributed to
Mr. Morrissesn at Kahn's Coun-
try 'Anctions In Pickering, OnL
Tha collector wanted the werka
appraived, but Mr. Robineon was
suspicious of their satheaticity,

Mr. Robimson sent colour pbo-

tocopies of 23 paintings to Mr,
Morrissean ia British Columbia
for identification. Mr Morrissesn
sent back a sgned ristement may-
ing ba did net paiat sny of the
-uthhm
Tha paiatings were purchased
from a collection u[.lhm B5O
mllm sold by Kaha's on be-
of a single dealer in Thunder
Bay, Ont. Also laciuded in the ecl-
lection was a stiribwied
Lo West Coast native artist Robert
Davideon. Tha palnting, dated
197%, hes since been denounced
by Mr. Devideon ae a fales,

Randy Potter, who cwne Wahn',
sald ha belleved all the paintings
be has sok] are authentic. | ic has
sold more than 800, he sald, and
the only complaints ha has re-
ceived have come (rom Mr, Rob-
insom himssl{. "1've sold a Jot of
thesa to s Jot of people, big desl-
ers, collectors, and not ona guy
has ever coras beck [wzcept Mr.
Robineon]" he sald,

Lp-!;;l:*h::u-qidum sy
1 lo
tha entirs collect kon,

“1 had loag thought there was
something wrong with thees
paintings,” sald Mr. Rohinsan,
who hought some himasall. "With

all these numbers eombng ou, 1
Jusl thought “Lhis ks Impossible.

Tha alleged fakes first came to
Mr. Robinson's atiention through
the Thunder Bay RCMY, which
had received a tip through Crime-
sloppere. An RCMP officer In
Thunder Nay declined 10 com-
meil on Lhe mee.

Il the It containg more lorg-
ericn, the linancial ilamagrs conikl
run into the millkna of dullars,
Mr. Morrisecau, one of the coun-
Iry's best-known and most mar-
ketable living painters, typically
pclls a medium-sized canvas lor
$£8,000 1o £9,000. At auction,
the paintings sold for an average
of $2,000 Lo $3,000, with some
poing for as much as §9,000.

Mr. Morrismsecan,
who h?l: old, is
in 1N ln:lhh with
Parkinson's Disssse.
Ovwer the course of a
Ei:;ﬂn; career that

n in the 1950s,

he developed a

gor  alcoksd
ll_.l-. lm;hh'
came national news
not for his art, but for
living on the sircels
in Vancouver's Gas-

sclling them to huy Norval Morrisscan

food and sleohol.
In tha early ninelles, Mr. Mor-

rissesn began his recovery, akled
by Gabor Vadas, a youny man he
met on the street in darker days.
Despita his disenss, ha has boen a
productbve palnter over Lhe paat
decade. But pome belleve the
combination of his former life-
style end current allment make
his judgment lcsa than reliable.
There la aleo soma speculation
Mr. Morrissesw, In lcanertimes,
would fall beck on painting sim-
Lo fuel his Les

the last 30 yesrs, he
would be on resarves and paint
plln'llT for food or liquor,” sakl

Hogreimekl, proakilent of
¥mplee Ancilons In Turmnalo,

whiieh hun sald Mr. Morrsaenn's
work. “You give him sarylic paint
and a canvas and tell him yaull
taks him out for dinaer and glve
him some liquor and he'll paint.
There sre probadly thousands of
these things on reserves all over
the enuniry”

Given Mr. Morrissesit’s past,
crnsyiex] with the llkellhom| I has
prevmluceel st lomat 8,000 paintings
during W onceer, (Uwoukd scom
likely he might not remember
them all. Mr. Robinson, however,
eaid it was preposterous to think
Mr. Momisseau would not recog-
mize hla cwn work,

“It's not possible,” he said. "Noe-
val has an excellent memory for
longer-lerm things. Hlamind is

still very pood”®

for commenl.

Mr. Robinson,
who is ps the
most edge-
able pervon in the
country oa the sub-
Ject of Mr. Morris-
scan's art, mid there
were seversl clues
8 lo the paintings’
suthenticity that
would maks Mr.

Morcrisscau’s final

LAS LD MELINT

small detalls mmtnhlllll,hllr
oll: Mr, Morrisecau’s slgnature,

painted In natlve characters, s
nat qqulle right. The titles, usually
written on the back of the paint-
Ings, arw so faded they are [llegi-
bie, 8 characteristic Mr. Roblnaon
say ha has never soen in all hia
years of dealing with Mr. Morris-
scau’s palntinge.

More than that, though, are tha
paintings themaelves. Mr. Robin-
son, who described them na
“shoddy,” sald they did not sppear
o exhihit Mr. Morrispesus trnch,

“There's a whals plle of clues,
but mostly i1's the Images” he
s kl, "Omnon youu've soen hundreds
of these, your eye gets sttunel,

We know hivw he ilocs (acen, what
the brush strokes look ke, we're
o0 famillar with his stufl*

Allegations of forgeries of Mr.,
Mormsseau’s work are nothing
new. “lle's been telling va for
years about the fakes, and even
the people who were palnting
tiwm,” Mr. Hobinson eakl.

Tha rrsseon for Mr. Morrlscsn's
ajparent pojrilarily with lorgers
aro many. When he slorted, Mr.
Morrisacau was halled ns a lrue
innovator, san inventor of =
unique sesthetic that melded a
irsditional style of native art with
conlemporary painting. Al the
height of his popularity in the late
15508 and carly 1970a, his paint-
ings would typically sell for
$18,000, a rare figure for a living
Canadian painter.

In spite of that succesa, though,
the market for native srt soured
badly in the 1980w Mr, Mor-
risaesu and a handful of others
wers still selling wock.

Mr. Morrisscau's relative mar-
ketability may have made him a
tarpet, Mr. Robinsoa said.

“There are a large number of
failed, unsuccesaful, jealous and
probably relstively poor native
peinters,” he sald “It dosen take
much of a stretch of the imagins-
tion to think that one of thess
guys might say ‘OK, Il | can}
make It in the srt world, then thia
is simple. Why not just maks
hese up anid sell them? *

Mr. Hogoelmakl, however,
doubted that kined of elffort would
Justify the peyof.,

“lle's u gresat artist and | respect
him s gresi deal, bul Norval Mor-
rissenu’s paintings are not worth
so much money that It's worth
sameone’s whila taslt there and
pelnd forgeries”

Mr. Roblnson, however, sayw ha
supporis Mr. Morrissesy uncon-
ilitionally, "1 wan)ed them to ba
real. W:lﬂ tlid,” he sald, “Hut If
sinnienne himmight one ul thoee 1o
ine, | wouhl esy ulrdously that it
et mulhentbe”
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